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Sports fans get a ‘voice’ on the net with IPTV broadcasts 
being made available to 200 countries from this week   

 
London, 27th February 2006 – Leading sports website, Sportal.com has reached an 

agreement with the Voice Commerce Group to deploy its WhitePhone and CastAlive 

technology which will be used to promote the broadcast of a World Cup Group 2 

warm up match on Tuesday 28th February. 

 

Sportal.com becomes the first sports content publisher to take advantage of the 

Whitephone Desktop VoIP based technology to offer its web site visitors a unique 

online communications experience.  Sportal.com now provides a fully branded, VoIP-

enabled service called Sportaltalk that offers a unique range of interactive content 

and internet telephony services including:  

 

• Video Casts and access to live sports events 

• Free PC-to-PC calls  

• Low cost phone calls to any phone globally 

• Video and Voice messaging to allow Sportaltalk customers to share and talk 

about the sports they enjoy even while the events are on 

 

Sportal has also become the first customer to use the Voice Commerce CastAlive 

Technology to broadcast a video announcement across the whole Whitephone 

Network which includes customers using its WhitePhone technology in 200 countries.  

The video announcement promotes a unique exclusive live IPTV between Trinidad & 

Tobago and Iceland at Loftus Road home of Queens Park Rangers at 8 pm on 

Tuesday 28th February which can be viewed on Sportal.com and through the 

Whitephone Desktop.   

 



Peter Lewinton of Sportal.com said “We’re excited to be working with Voice 

Commerce.  Sportaltalk adds another dimension to our internet publishing and gives 

our customers access to really useful technology. Now our users can chat online 

whilst viewing the latest sports content, completely free of charge.  We expect that 

using Whitephone will help us to build stronger relationships with our customers and 

build differentiation to our sports publishing business.  Moreover, CastAlive will help 

us with rich media advertising and promotion of future events to a worldwide 

audience.” 

 

President of the Voice Commerce Group, and founder of WorldPay, Nick Ogden 

commented: “We’re delighted to be teaming up with Sportal.com.  Sportal already 

offers a great range of visual sports news and by integrating Sportaltalk into the mix, 

users will benefit from a more complete online experience.  Using CastAlive to 

broadcast a trailer for the Football match on Tuesday night extends the reach of the 

Sportal live IPTV broadcast which our network customers can also watch though 

their desktop technology. We are adding around one new major media publisher a 

week to our network and growing a global network of end users who benefit from a 

complete communications desktop integrated with web browsers and video 

technologies. ” 

 

The Voice Commerce Group predicts that many website publishers will start to 

change to incorporate integrated voice and video technologies linked to desktop 

applications that are appropriate to consumers or business users. Voice commerce 

provides the tools that enable any e-business to voice enable its website offering 

their customers a dynamic new online experience, designed to simply mirror the way 

in which we all interact in our normal lives.  

  
-Ends- 

  
EDITORS NOTE: 
  
Voice Commerce Group, was established to deliver commercial applications of Voice over 
IP (VoIP) technologies.   The company has customers in 200 countries around the world and 
has developed WhitePhone as the natural next step in online communications. The team 
behind Voice Commerce is led by Nick Ogden, who founded WorldPay, and Peter Grant, 
who helped him build it to become one of the leading Internet payments systems by the time it 
was sold to the Royal Bank of Scotland in 2002.   
  
The Group’s principal products include WhitePhone (www.whitephone.com), which is the 
white label Internet community communications system, and Hello, which enables any web 
site to be voice-commerce enabled in a matter of minutes by embedding a link which users 
just click to talk to the site operator. www.voice-commerce.com 



  
Sportal.com is part of the TEAMtalk Media Group which is the leading network of sports 
web sites in the UK.  
 
 
For further information please contact: 
Emma Hutchinson/Nick Clark 
Nelson Bostock Communications 
+44 (0) 20 7229 4400 
emma.hutchinson@nelsonbostock.com  
  


